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What is Webpack?

“At its core, webpack is a static module bundler for modern JavaScript
applications. When webpack processes your application, it internally builds
a dependency graph which maps every module your project needs and
generates one or more bundles.”

Since version 4.0.0, webpack does not require a configuration file to bundle
your project, nevertheless it is incredibly configurable to better fit your needs.

VUEJS - WEBPACK 4



Project Structure & Webpack
In WebStorm specifically, this is what you get when you choose to
build your Vue app with Webpack.

In the project root folder you can find files and folders. Let’s
examine the most important ones. The package.json file contains
all the dependencies of your project.

By using the command npm install, we make sure that the
dependencies listed in package.json are installed into
the node_modules folder of the project.
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Project Structure & Webpack
The file index.html contains the following:

This file is the starting point of your application. Note that within
the body section a <div> element is available which has
the id property set to string app. This element is used as a
placeholder for the output which is generated by Vue.js.
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Project Structure & Webpack
The build folder contains all the files relating to how the project 
is built, and config settings for both development and production 
‘builds’ and also testing.

You generally don’t need to modify/changes these files, but if 
you do, make sure you know what you’re doing!
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Project Structure & Webpack
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The config folder contains all the files relating to actual 
configuration settings for the different builds in the build folder.

Again, you generally don’t need to modify/changes these files, 
but you can if you want/need to do so.



Project Structure & Webpack
The node_modules folder - Fairly self explanatory J
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Project Structure & Webpack
The src folder is where you’ll spend most of your development 
time. This is where all your source code goes, including, your 
assets, javascript, components and any other source files relating 
to your project.

Let’s take a closer look at file main.js in folder src. That's the place 
where the Vue application is initialized:
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Project Structure & Webpack
On top of the file you can find a number of import 
statements and by using the new keyword a new 
instance of the main framework class Vue is created. 
The constructor takes an object as a parameter 
which contains three properties:
• el: By assigning the string #app to this property we're 

defining that the output of the Vue application should 
be rendered to the <div id="app"></div> element 
in index.html.

• template: The template contains the HTML code which 
is used to generate the output of the Vue.js application.

• components: List of Vue.js components which are used 
in the template.
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Project Structure & Webpack
The template only consists of one element: <App/>. 
Of course this is not a standard HTML element. This 
is the element which is assigned to App component. 
In order to be able to use <App/> in the template 
the App component is also listed in the object which 
is assigned to the components property.

So let's see what's inside the App component 
implementation in file App.vue:
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Project Structure & Webpack
The <template> section is essentially specifying our

home page, which includes the <navbar> - this is

injected into our index.html on loadup via main.js.

The <script> section is making a default export of an

object declaring the component named app.

The <style> section specifies global styling (not

‘scoped’) for our app, including our background.
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Project Structure & Webpack
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The assets folder – Again, fairly self explanatory J



Project Structure & Webpack
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The components folder is where you store all your Single-
File Components (surprise, surprise!!)

Here we have all our components in a single folder but it’s
common practice to create subfolders for all your related
components (buttons, nav-drawers, links etc.) as the
project grows.



Project Structure & Webpack
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The router folder is where (you’ve guessed it) our routes

for our web app goes.

When apps grow, the number of routes grows, with Before
Enter hooks etc, so it’s a good idea to put your router in a

separate file, or files. With a subdirectory you can keep this

all in one place without bloating one src/router.js file.



Project Structure & Webpack
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The services folder is our own custom folder for our
RESTful Api.

Again, it makes sense to keep this in separate files in a
separate subfolder for maintainability and usability
purposes.
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Questions?
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